
Biennial Southern Silvicultural Research 

Conference (BSSRC) 
Graduate Student Oral Presentation and Poster Presentation Contest Winners 

 

Major professor listed in parentheses after each student's name. 

11th BSSRC — Knoxville, TN 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● John Lhotka — Southern Illinois (Dr. James Zaczek) 

● Mary Merck — Clemson (Dr. Larry Gering) 

● Helen Mohr — Clemson (Dr. Victor Shelburne) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Asfaw Bekle — Louisiana State (Dr. Wayne Hudnall) 

● Sharon Hood — Virginia Tech (Dr. Shepard Zedaker) 

● Jason Rodrique — Virginia Tech (Dr. Jim Burger) 

12th BSSRC — Biloxi, MS 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Luben Dimov — Louisiana State (Dr. Jim Chambers) 

● Ryan McKnight — Arkansas-Monticello (Dr. Eric Heitzman) 

● Marcus Selig — Virginia Tech (Dr. John Seiler) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Adrain Grell — Arkansas-Monticello (Dr. Eric Heitzman) 



● Kevin Kyle — Virginia Tech (Dr. Tom Fox) 

● Laura Zebehazy — Clemson (Dr. Drew Lanham) 

13th BSSRC — Memphis, TN 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Dylan Dillaway — Kentucky (Dr. Jeff Stringer) 

● Nathan King — Virginia Tech (Dr. John Seiler) 

● Michael Tyree — Virginia Tech (Dr. John Seiler) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Jason Corrayo — Virginia Tech (Dr. Andy Dolloff) 

● Benjamin Knapp — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

● Doug Stone — Mississippi State (Dr. Evan Nebeker) 

14th BSSRC — Athens, GA 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Michael Guttery — Mississippi State (Dr. Andy Ezell) 

● Bradley Miller — Virginia Tech (Dr. Tom Fox) 

● Bill Sutton — Alabama A&M (Dr. Yong Wang) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Rob Feldt — Virginia Tech (Dr. Michael Aust) 

● Charles Sabatia — Oklahoma State (Dr. Tom Lynch) 

● David Wilkinson — Mississippi State (Dr. Bob Parker / Dr. Tom Matney) 

15th BSSRC — Hot Springs, AR 

 



Oral Presentation Winners 

● Arron Stottlemyer — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

● Jeremy Stovall — Virginia Tech (Dr. John Seiler / Dr. Tom Fox) 

● Evelyn Wenk — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Finto Anthony — Georgia (Dr. Richard Daniels) 

● Keith Ellum — Arkansas-Monticello (Dr. Hal Liechty) 

● Carlos Gonzalez — Florida (Dr. Tim Martin) 

16th BSSRC — Charleston, SC 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Tyler Brannon — Tennessee (Dr. Wayne Clatterbuck) 

● Abram DaSilva — Louisiana State (Dr. Jun Xu) 

● Benjamin Knapp — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Wilson Hood — Louisiana Tech (Dr. Michael Tyree) 

● Huifeng Hu — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

● David Parrott — Kentucky (Dr. John Lhotka) 

17th BSSRC — Shreveport, LA 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Kristopher Brown — Virginia Tech (Dr. Michael Aust / Dr. Kevin McGuire) 

● Laura Lorentz — Virginia Tech (Dr. Brian Strahm / Dr. Val Thomas) 

● Kelly McDonald — Virginia Tech (Dr. John Seiler) 



Poster Presentation Winners 

● Stefni Deaton — Stephen F. Austin (Dr. Jeremy Stovall) 

● Lauren Pile — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

● Karen Vaughn — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

18th BSSRC — Knoxville, TN 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Alexander Hoffman — Arkansas-Monticello (Dr. Andrew Nelson) 

● Kristin McElligott — Virginia Tech (Dr. Brian Strahm / Dr. John Seiler) 

● Charles Pell — Auburn (Dr. Lisa Samuelson) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Pratima Devkota — Auburn (Dr. Lori Eckhardt) 

● Darcy Hammond — Mississippi State (Dr. Morgan Varner) 

● Marcus Rutherford — Louisiana State (Dr. Jim Chambers) 

19th BSSRC — Blacksburg, VA 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Hannah Angle — Stephen F. Austin (Dr. Jeremy Stovall / Dr. Hans Williams) 

● Pat Curtin — Missouri (Dr. Benjamin Knapp) 

● Michael Ramirez — Auburn (Dr. Lisa Samuelson) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Allison Bohlman — Alabama A&M (Dr. Dawn Lemke) 

● Derrick Gallagher — Georgia (Dr. Cristian Montes) 

● Edward Russell — Virginia Tech (Dr. John Seiler) 

● Sheng-I Yang — Virginia Tech (Dr. Harold Burkhart) 



20th BSSRC — Shreveport, LA 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Nathan Bolner — Louisiana Tech (Undergraduate Student; Dr. Paul Jackson, Advisor) 

● Connor Crouch — Missouri (Dr. Benjamin Knapp) 

● Alicia McAlhaney — Louisiana State University (Dr. Tom Dean) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Bridgette Blood — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

● Brittany DiRienzo — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

● Kathryn Schmidt — Oklahoma State (Dr. Rod Will) 

21st BSSRC — Starkville, MS (Virtual) 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Norman Cone — Louisiana Tech (Dr. Joshua Adams) 

● Darcy Collins — Mississippi State (Dr. Joshua Granger) 

● Israel Ojo — Florida A&M (Dr. Alfredo Lorenzo / Dr. Lucy Ngatia) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Elizabeth Baach — Mississippi State (Dr. Austin Himes) 

● Amelia MacDonald — Western Carolina (Dr. Beverly Collins) 

● Sally Shroyer — Stephen F. Austin (Dr. Rebecca Kidd) 

22nd BSSRC — Nacogdoches, TX 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Megan Berry — Tennessee (Dr. Patrick Keyser) 

● Jacob Murry — Alabama (Dr. Justin Hart) 



● Ryan Bohannon — Clemson (Dr. Geoff Wang) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Gabriel Nyen — Mississippi State (Dr. Adam Polinko / Dr. Joshua Puhlick) 

● Joshua Everett — Oklahoma State (Dr. Chris Zou) 

● Sloane Scott — Missouri (Dr. Benjamin Knapp) 

23rd BSSRC — Greenville, SC 

 

Oral Presentation Winners 

● Nasir Qadir — Mississippi State (Dr. Krishna Poudel) 

● Armin Weise — Clemson (Dr. Don Hagan) 

● Sarah Wolsiffer — Virginia Tech (Dr. Adam Coates) 

Poster Presentation Winners 

● Max Arnold — Mississippi State (Dr. Courtney Siegert) 

● Lucille McGuire — Alabama (Dr. Justin Hart) 

● Lorelie Wigginton — Kentucky (Dr. Lance Vickers / Dr. John Lhotka) 

 



 

Winners by University 

 

Summary table listing total contest wins per university across all BSSRC conferences, sorted from most wins to fewest. 

 
University Total Wins 
Virginia Tech 17 
Clemson 14 
Mississippi State 9 
Louisiana State 5 
Arkansas-Monticello 4 
Auburn 3 
Kentucky 3 
Louisiana Tech 3 
Missouri 3 
Oklahoma State 3 
Stephen F. Austin 3 
Alabama 2 
Alabama A&M 2 
Georgia 2 
Tennessee 2 
Florida 1 
Florida A&M 1 
Southern Illinois 1 
Western Carolina 1 
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