

Bird Dog & Hunting Program Apprentice
Private Hunting Program • South Alabama
Fairhope, AL & Safford, AL

OVERVIEW
This is a unique entry-level opportunity to serve a family in building a long-term private hunting and bird-dog program across legacy properties in South Alabama, headquartered in Fairhope.
The owner is committed to building a top-tier private hunting program defined by excellence, hospitality, stewardship of land, and the development of exceptional bird dogs. The primary focus of the dog program will be raising, developing, and training top hunting bloodlines of French Brittany Spaniels — Epagneul Bretons ("EBs") — for upland and waterfowl hunting, with a primary focus on a quail hunting program.
This role is designed for a hard-working, coachable person who loves dogs and wants to learn the craft of bird-dog training, kennel operations, habitat work, farm management, and private hunting program development from the ground up.
This is not a seasonal guiding position. It is a long-term learning and development opportunity for someone who may ultimately grow into a leadership role.
The right candidate does not need to arrive as a finished dog trainer or seasoned hunting manager. They do need to bring humility, work ethic, reliability, love for dogs, willingness to do hands-on property work, and a genuine desire to learn.

PROPERTIES
Farm in Fairhope, Alabama
Primary base for training, kennel operations, farm work, and hosted upland hunts. New, purpose-built kennels and dog facilities will be constructed over time.
Historic Family Hunting Property — Safford, Alabama
The family's hunting property, used for deer, upland, and waterfowl hunting.
Family Residence & Surrounding Grounds
Includes work around the owner's home, farm, and related properties — property upkeep, equipment support, and grounds care.

ROLE SUMMARY
The Bird Dog & Hunting Program Apprentice will support the family in building a private hunting and bird-dog program from the ground up. Responsibilities include:







· Working primarily with the owner's French Brittanys, including the owner's personal EB
· Learning and supporting upland bird-dog training, developing high-quality EBs for quail and other upland hunting
· Helping develop EBs as complete, versatile hunting dogs, including waterfowl training and exposure
· Potentially participating in field trials, NAVHDA events, and other performance venues as dogs and apprentice develop
· Providing secondary support for the owner's already-trained Labradors in the waterfowl program
· Supporting daily kennel operations as facilities are built, expanded, and refined
· Helping maintain training grounds, farm areas, and hunting properties
· Supporting upland habitat development and the family's long-term quail program
· Assisting with general property maintenance, including lawn care, grounds work, and farm projects
· Supporting family hunts and select guest experiences, with opportunity to grow into guiding responsibilities
· Traveling with dogs for training, hunting trips, wild-bird exposure, and learning opportunities
· Learning from outside professional trainers, experienced handlers, and high-quality hunting programs
The position requires someone willing to do the unglamorous work first: cleaning kennels, feeding dogs, maintaining grounds, helping with farm projects, preparing equipment, fixing what needs fixing, and learning patiently over time.

HABITAT & LAND STEWARDSHIP
The family intends to develop and steward the land thoughtfully for long-term wildlife and hunting quality. Responsibilities may include:
· Assisting with quail habitat development and maintenance
· Helping with food plots, field edges, cover, roads, firebreaks, and access points
· Supporting seasonal preparation for upland and waterfowl hunting
· Working with ownership, farm staff, and outside experts on habitat projects
· Learning how land management, dog work, and hunting experience fit together
This role offers exposure to the broader craft of building a private sporting property — not just training dogs.

LEARNING, MENTORSHIP & LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT
This role is intentionally structured as a learning opportunity. The family expects to invest in the right person through:
· Exposure to excellent bird-dog trainers and handlers
· Opportunities to observe and learn from top programs
· Hands-on dog development experience
· Travel for training, clinics, wild bird exposure, and hunting opportunities
· Increasing responsibility over time
· Direct involvement in building a program from its earliest stages
The long-term opportunity is meaningful. For the right person, this could become a career path toward helping manage or lead a high-quality private bird-dog, hunting, and land stewardship program — earned through years of

consistent work, humility, loyalty, reliability, and demonstrated growth.
“For someone who loves dogs, loves the outdoors, and is willing to work hard, this could be a rare and formative opportunity.”


IDEAL CANDIDATE PROFILE
You are likely:
· Early in your career, interested in learning
· Passionate about dogs, hunting, the outdoors, and land
· Especially interested in pointing dogs and upland hunting
· Willing to learn from experienced trainers
· Comfortable doing physical outdoor work
· Reliable, humble, and eager to be coached
· Not afraid of cleaning kennels, maintaining property, or doing basic farm work
· Interested in a long-term career, not just a short-term job
· Able to follow instructions carefully and take pride in details
· Comfortable working around a family, private property, guests, dogs, and equipment
Prior dog training, kennel, farm, hunting, or equipment experience is helpful but not required. Character, work ethic, love of dogs, and willingness to learn matter most.

WHAT WE'RE LOOKING FOR
Required Qualities
· A genuine love for dogs	• Patience with dogs and people
· Strong work ethic	• Attention to detail
· Humility and coachability	• Respect for private property and family boundaries
· Reliability and punctuality	• A service-oriented attitude
· Honesty and integrity	• Long-term mindset
· Physical toughness and willingness to work outdoors
Personal Qualities We Value
· Integrity and loyalty
· Pride in doing small things well
· Love for working dogs
· Enjoyment of the outdoors
· Patience and consistency
· Hospitality-minded attitude
· Respect for land, animals, equipment, and people
· Desire to build something excellent over time
· Willingness to be mentored
· Commitment to steady improvement




WHAT MAKES THIS OPPORTUNITY UNIQUE
The right person will have the opportunity to:
· Learn bird-dog development from the ground up
· Work with some of the best-bloodline EBs in a serious upland program
· Help shape a private kennel and training facility from the beginning
· Be exposed to some of the best trainers and programs in the country
· Learn about hunting hospitality, land stewardship, and private sporting-property management
· Gain unique experience across dogs, land, equipment, farms, kennels, and guest experiences
· Grow into greater responsibility over time
· Potentially build a long-term career around dogs, hunting, land, and service

LOCATION & LIFESTYLE
This position is based in Fairhope, Alabama, on the Eastern Shore of Mobile Bay — an exceptional coastal community with a high quality of life. Work will also take place at the family's hunting property in Safford, Alabama, with travel for training, hunting, and exposure to other programs.
The role will involve early mornings, outdoor work, seasonal demands, dogs, mud, heat, travel, farm work, and hands-on responsibility. It will also involve meaningful mentorship, growth, and the chance to help build a first-class private hunting and bird-dog program.

COMPENSATION

Compensation will be competitive for an entry-level apprenticeship role and will depend on experience, maturity, capabilities, and responsibilities. The greater value of this opportunity is the long-term training, mentorship, exposure, and potential career path for someone who wants to grow into a serious role in bird dogs, hunting, and land stewardship.


Private Family Hunting Program • Fairhope, Alabama
